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Like millions of people across our region, our country, and around the world, the 
Multicultural Association of Wood Buffalo has witnessed the longstanding and systemic 
racism experienced every day by those who are Black, Indigenous, and People of Colour. 

With our values of Diversity, Inclusivity, and Mutual Respect, our organization respects the 
cultural differences among persons from all over the world who live and work in the 
Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo. We celebrate the inclusion of all persons in our 
community and support the fundamental necessity of a welcoming environment for all 
cultures and people. 

As part of ensuring this welcoming environment, we are committed to working with our 
community to support efforts to assertively confront racism close to home. We also 
acknowledge the right of our community members to peacefully protest to raise 
awareness of systemic racism. 

We recognize that the peaceful grassroots march planned for this Saturday, June 6, in the 
lower townsite of Fort McMurray is occurring as COVID-19 remains an ongoing threat and 
Provincial Public Health Orders remain in effect to limit public gatherings to reduce the risk 
of transmission. We recognize that for some the pain and trauma of both systemic racism 
and recent global events can only be healed through public expression. We commend the 
local event organizers for their diligence in advising those planning to attend the event to 
wear masks, maintain physical distancing, and stay away if experiencing any COVID-19-like 
symptoms.  

This Saturday’s March is a single step in a long and arduous journey. We are committed to 
continuing to engage with all of our community on this journey, and to honouring the lived 
experiences of those in our community who face racism and systemic barriers every day. 
We commit to working as an organization with our region and its citizens in our efforts to 
ensure a more inclusive community. With enduring empathy and a peaceful tenacity, 
together we can advance positive change in the Wood Buffalo region and root out racism 
and prejudice in one of the most diverse communities in Canada. 


