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MCA announces Sana Elache Legacy Award recipients 
 
Local community members to receive recognition for Student Empowerment and 
Community Engagement 
 
Fort McMurray, AB/ April 30, 2021 – Today the Multicultural Association of Wood Buffalo 
announced the winners of the 2021 Sana Elache Legacy Awards. This year’s recipients are Irene 
Olayinka for Student Empowerment and Kanakadurga Phanisree Timmaraju for Community 
Engagement.  
 
Irene Olayinka is a Grade 11 student at Westwood Community High School. She was nominated for 
her incredible community and volunteer work both through school and community opportunities. 
Olayinka is a youth representative of the Mayor’s Advisory Council of Youth (MACOY), as well as a 
student volunteer through the Northern Light’s Regional Health Centre where she volunteers her 
time in the Continuing Care Unit. She also works as an assistant marketing director through 
Queens in Code - a student led organization in Fort McMurray that is working toward encouraging 
and integrating girls in the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) field at a young age. 
 
Kanakadurga Phanisree Timmaraju, also known as Dr. Phani by her peers and students, first came 
to Canada on a student visa to advance her knowledge in Health and Radiation Sciences after 
submitting her PhD thesis in Nuclear Physics to Andhra University in India and moved to Fort 
McMurray in 2015. She has since worked to help students with their academic needs. She is an 
active volunteer member on the boards of Girls Inc. of Northern Alberta and Imagination Library of 
Wood Buffalo and also loves to teach Gita chanting to children. The Gita, or Bhagavad Gita, is a 
holy scripture in Hinduism that goes over a conversation between Krishna and Arjuna, touching 
base on spiritual topics, ethical dilemmas and philosophical issues. Kanakadurga's aims are to 
improve the literary and academic potential of children and youth in the Wood Buffalo region.  
 
The Legacy Awards were created as a way to honor the awards namesake, the late Sana Elache, 
who was president of the MCA, as well as an educator, trainer, entrepreneur, and leadership 
development specialist who worked to bring a positive difference to the community of Wood 
Buffalo. The MCA created the Legacy Awards in her memory as a scholarship fund geared towards 
Wood Buffalo students and community members who display a genuine passion for leadership, 
volunteerism, and multicultural advocacy. 
 
To learn more about the awards and recipients, please visit mcawb.org/legacy. 
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